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On June 7, 2020 our elected deacons unanimously voted to approve their initial statement 

on Racial Justice. The phrasing “initial” was chosen to signify that this statement will 

change as conversations happen within our larger congregation. This statement hopes to 

frame any future actions that we decide to do as a congregation. However, we know from our 

history, that Northside addresses difficult topics by meeting together in person. This is not 

possible to do now, but there are steps that we can begin as individuals to prepare for when 

those congregational conversations can happen. The four initial actions listed in the deacon 

statement can certainly be done individually and corporately. In the next several newslet-

ters there will be suggested actions for our members to practice individually. Additionally, 

the topic of racial justice is a very nuanced one. Our deacons are maintaining a running list 

of “continued conversation” topics from our members. Please reach out to your deacon about 

areas of concern for you as it relates to racial justice. 

For this month, our action is prayer. During the month of July commit to pray for racial jus-

tice. If you need guidance, please consider using the following prompts. If a time would be 

helpful, pray at 4pm on Sundays.  

Week 1: Pray for leadership in our country. (This is the weekend of Independence Day) 

Week 2: Pray for Christians to repent of racism as individuals and in systems. 

Week 3: Pray for our church to have a bold witness for racial justice in our community.  

(This is the week of Church’s 51st Anniversary) 

Week 4: Pray for God to reveal a new vision for racial justice in the world.  

Deacon Initial Statement on Racial Justice 

As a church, we are challenged to be the Body of Christ in our world.  We proclaim the worth 
of every person as created and loved by God. We cannot remain silent as we witness the injus-
tices suffered by fellow human beings because of the color of their skin.  For far too long  
racial injustice has been woven into the very fabric of our society.   
Recently we have witnessed it in its most violent form that resulted in death.  It is time to say 
loudly and clearly, “This is not right!”   

We are called not only to words, but to action.  Among our actions, we want to include: 

 Examining ourselves for forms of bigotry which exist within us. 

 Listening carefully to our brothers and sisters who have lived with  injustice throughout 

their lives. 

 Contributing our money, our time, and our labor to causes that  promote justice. 

 Praying that the redemptive love of God be made manifest among us. 

-2020 Northside Baptist Church Deacons 
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News of Interest 

 

Vacation Bible School: Be Loved, Be Kind, Be 

You! 

The Children’s committee has made sure our children 
get to experience VBS even though we cannot meet to-
gether. Cynthia, Margaret, Martha, Lida and Susan have 
been recording the lessons and songs and posting them 
to Youtube for the children to watch. They have also cre-
ated bags for each lesson with activities, crafts and 
goodies that are delivered to each child’s home every 
couple of weeks throughout the summer.   

 

The Ross 
Family 

Sam Ross and 
his cousin, Dyl-
an Black, en-
joyed Mrs. 
Stringer's story
-telling (and 
accompanying 
sound effects) 

during the second week of Compassion Camp. Sam and 
Dylan have thoroughly enjoyed the singing, story-telling, 
and activities prepared by Northside.  Following 
the lesson, Sam and Dylan prepared a snack basket for 
their mailmen and delivery drivers with a Thank You 
card and drawings from each of them.  They will contin-
ue to try to find ways to convey compassion and grati-
tude to the community with the great ideas listed in 
their camp bags.  Megan and Jason Ross express their 
deep appreciation and love to the Northside family for 
thinking of their family and little ones during this time.  

 

The Mayfield 

Family 

Lilly and  Brady 
Mayfield love doing 
all the craft pro-
jects in their bags.  
When their mom 
asked them what 
they liked about  
their VBS bags, Lily 
said “It’s fun activi-
ties.”  Brady said,  

with all the enthusiasm of a 12 year old, “It’s cool.” 

Health Team Update 

Our Health Team Continues to follow the direction of 
information from available science, CDC and govern-
ment guidelines, strategies from similar churches, and 
medical experts in our church.  In order to plan for a 
return to in-person gatherings the Health Team recom-
mends a return to worship on July 19th and group gath-
erings in September (including Sunday School, commu-
nity groups, etc.).  

For worship, we will email an advanced registration 
mechanism that will assist in planning for appropriate 
physical distance in the sanctuary. In order to accom-
modate the necessity of distancing please be aware that 
you will probably not sit in your usual location in the 
sanctuary. The entire space needs to be used in order 
for us to gather as safely as possible. Part of this regis-
tration will also be a liability waiver regarding COVID-
19.  Things will be significantly different than when we 
last worshipped in-person in March.  

Remember that the following precautions will be in 
place: 

1) Masks must be worn and will be provided for those 
who do not have one.  2)There will be sanitation sta-
tions at all entrances and exits. 3) Anyone at risk, who 
has symptoms, or known sick contacts should stay 
home.  4) Pews will be marked for social distancing 
with no touching.  5)  There will be no choir or congre-
gational singing and no hymnals.  6)  Greeters may seat 
individuals or families, keeping a six-foot dis-
tance.  7)  Families will sit together; there will be no 
nursery or extended session.  8) Offering will be 
dropped in a basket as members enter or leave the ser-
vice.  9) We will safely distribute bulletins and com-
munion kits.  10) Online worship will be available 
throughout. 

Please note that these dates are our hopes, but they can 
change based on new information. Please pay attention 
to your church email as it is the fastest way to com-
municate with our church body.  Cases continue to rise 
in Mississippi. Remember to stay vigilant in hand-
washing, mask-wearing, and keeping at least 6 feet 
away from others.   

 

A memorial will be held for Bradley Pope in 

the Spring of 2021. 



Recent Prayer Requests 
John Averitt, husband of Judy Gearhart’s cousin Joy Gore 
 Averitt; diagnosed with ALS  
Taylor Choina, (14) grandson of the Livingstons, 
 needed  
 pelvic surgery continues to be delayed 
Donna Corbett, mother of Kim Corbett, cancer  
Lisa Curtis, sister of Ken Anderson, recovering from can-
cer  surgery 
Nancy Farrar, Landa Strum ’s sister-in-law, chemo
 therapy 
Dolores Garcia, Anna Garcia’s mother, chemotherapy  
Santiago Garcia, Anna Garcia’s father, ICU from serious fall 
Caleb Hawkins,  great nephew of David Miller, recover-
ing  from partial colectomy; hospitalized while twins 
 were born to him and his wife Anna 
Parker Ingram, 2 year old son of Eastside teacher 
 Morgan Ingram (friend of Strums) Ewings sar
 coma in his spine; St. Jude’s for 8 weeks.  
Ali Jenkins, Methodist Rehab. Hospital for medication 
and  rehab for spinal cancer 
Elvin Key,  radiation therapy for cancer  
Paul Kolb, brother of Mary Nicholas,  COVID-19, 
Jeannie Lane, friend of Northside,; her mother had a 
stroke  and is isolated in Memphis 
Ed Livingston, recovering from knee cap surgery  
Sharon McInnes,  friend of Jimmy Sclater, has ALS 
Bert Montgomery, former member and pastor of UBC 
 Starkville,  ill and waiting for COVID-19 results 
Billie Moore, Dustan Jones’ grandmother, recovery 
 from hip surgery, Thursday 3/12 
Rikki Morrow, hospitalized for post-partum cardiomyopa
 thy; just gave birth to daughter Saylor Rose 
Sue Nations, at Wisteria  Gardens, rehabilitation from a  
 broken shoulder 
Javian Palmer, grandson of Wilma Hemphill’s  friend Thel
 ma Palmer, is serving a jail sentence 
Blake Parham, brother of Jason Parham, chemo therapy  
 for cancer 
Suzie Ratliff, niece of Caby Byrne, cancer  
Jimmie Street, recovering from surgery 
Tony White, husband of John’s colleague LaJune, waiting  
 for kidney transplant 

MEMBERS CONFINED AT HOME 
Ruth Houston — 227 Brookdale Asst. Living, 39056 

Sue Nations — Wisteria Gardens,  54 20 US-80, Pearl, MS   

   39208 

Merle Thomas — 100 Parker Drive, #2B, 39056 

La Deane Moore — 200 Serenity Lane, Apt. 310,      
   Madison, 39110 

Bonnie Berry (Crockett) — 140 Castlewoods Blvd,  
  Memory Care Unit Room 120, Brandon,  39047 
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News of Interest 

Thank you for a Sabbatical 
I can hardly believe it’s been seven years since my last 
sabbatical, and twenty-six years since I began this won-
derful relationship with Northside Baptist Church.  
Northside is one of those rare and wonderful churches 
that  supports its pastoral staff  in numerous ways, but a 
three-month sabbatical is an exceptional gift.  Thank you 
for recognizing the need for ministers to replenish their 
energy and renew their spirits with time away from the 
day-to-day responsibilities  of church work. 
  
Many of you have asked what I will be doing.  John and I 
will be  traveling to visit family and friends, and cele-
brating some important milestones and events.  I have a 
long list of books and already a good stack that I am ea-
ger to read.  There are some creative projects that have 
been getting dusty so I hope to finally complete them.  I 
will rest and exercise,  hike and garden, watch birds, and 
pray and listen to the Spirit as I approach the next five 
years of my ministry.   
  
I will be tuning in to our worship, but also visiting other 
places of worship, particularly CBF churches in Missis-
sippi.  I will miss the first Sunday of face-to-face worship, 
but will pray for you all.  I appreciate Courtney’s good 
leadership and trust you will help her and encourage her 
in my absence, as well as encourage our other amazing 
staff:  Heather, Toney, Dottie, Janet, and Tequila.  I will 
rely on Cynthia Goodman and the Children’s Committee 
and Children’s SS  teachers, and Buddy Wagner and the 
Christian Formation and Mission Teams to capably lead 
in my absence.  I am thankful for Roxie Parks and the 
deacons who continue to care for each one of you so lov-
ingly and so well. 
  

 

 

Join a New Book Club 

Kim Corbett will be leading a book study on social is-
sues, beginning with books with race as a theme (fiction 
and non-fiction). If this is a topic of interest to you 
please email Kim at kecorbett2002@yahoo.com or call her 
at 601-814-9493.  

The book will be chosen once the group is established , 
based on the group’s interest.  
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Youth Camp 2020 

For rising 7th-12th graders.  

Plan on being at the church 

the week of  August 3rd for 

this in-person* day camp. 

We will have fun doing things we would nor-

mally do at youth camp including: Worship, Bi-

ble Study, Games, “Choices” and Energizers.  

Each of days will focus on a different topic. Be 

Together. Be Still. Be Loved. Be One. Be With.  

 

*With the uncertainty of COVID-19, it is possible that this will 

need to be changed to a virtual event should things worsen. 

CHILDREN’S VBS 2020 

COMPASSION CAMP 

BE LOVED* 

 BE KIND* 

  BE YOU! 

 

Delivery Schedule 

Monday July 13 

Monday July 27 
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