March
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Season of
LENT
Sunday Schedule
Sunday School
9:15 am
Worship
10:30 am
Evening Activities
See Calendar

Church Staff
Norma Baker
Church Hostess
Beverly Hughey
Treasurer
Martha Hutson
Church Recorder
Heather Ivery
Church Administrator

Tequila Johnson
Nursery Worker
Bruce Lesley
Music Director
Organist
Susan Meadors
Associate Pastor

Season of Lent
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which
calls to mind the Hebrew Testament’s sackcloth
and ashes as a sign of repentance. It also reminds
us of our mortality, that life is brief and we must
put aside the many distractions we pursue and get
in touch with our souls. Turn off the phone, take a
walk, plant something, listen to birdsong, read
something good, pray, serve, give. Joan Chittister,
OSB, says “it is the moment of accepting what we
have allowed ourselves to become and beginning to
be all the rest of what we are meant to be.”
During the season of Lent as we seek to follow Christ, to be Jesus’ disciples, we remember
that we are not alone. We remember we are bound
to the body of Christ and so we return to our roots,
sharing with the church universal the halting steps
we all make on the road to renewal and restoraLenten Banner – The three bantion, to the joy of our salvation.
ners represent the bold call to Lent,
Our Lenten Lunches (see below) will give us the journey to the cross, and finally
the invitation to prayer. The color
opportunity to hear how other traditions keep Lent.
purple is the color of preparation
It will no doubt be an encouragement to us. Reand also of repentance.
member that in Lent it is not about what you give
up but about becoming new as a result.
Grace & Peace, Susan

Lenten Lunches
This year our theme is “Christian Spirituality and the Disciplines of Lent.” Norma Baker
will prepare lunches, and participants will be asked to contribute $5 to help defray the cost.
We will gather at 12 noon in the fellowship hall, mingle and greet one another, eat lunch at
tables and then enjoy a special musical offering from various church members, and a brief
message from our speakers. The following schedule of speakers has been set for our second
year of observing Lenten Lunches.

March 13 - Father McGing of Holy Savior Catholic Church, introduced by Don Nyberg
March 20 - Father Yerger of the Greek Orthodox Church, introduced by Martha Hutson

Dottie Serio
Pianist
Courtney Stamey
Senior Pastor

March 27 - Pastor Tom Clark, Ascension Lutheran Church, introduced by Susan Meadors
April 3 - Pastor Bob Blanton, Episcopal Church, introduced by Don Nyberg
April 10 - Susan Meadors, Northside Baptist Church
Please join us each week as you are able, and bring a friend.
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News of Interest

Our youth are headed to camp! This June, three youth and chaperones Courtney Stamey and Jason Coker
will head to Greensboro, NC with Northminster Baptist from Jackson. The cost for each person comes to approximately $800 including transportation. We would like to raise enough funds so that our chaperones are covered
and our campers will pay $425. So we are setting a fundraising goal of $3000. Any additional funds will go directly to our youth. If you know a youth who has not signed up and would like to go, please do not let cost be a hindrance. We will find a way to send any youth who wants to go to camp. The theme for the week is “Fearless” .
From the Passport Camp website: “In a world that seems to be telling us to fear more and love others less, Jesus
calls us to an alternative way of living. Our lives can be radically changed as we notice God at work around us,
continue to grow our faith, gather our strength from God, and let love permeate all that we do. When we are
FEARLESS we can LOVE MORE and FEAR LESS.”

Rosemary Williamson
7th Grade
Activities: Swim Team, Band

Liam Coker
7th Grade
Activities: Soccer, Band

What are you most excited about?
Spending time with our youth and
meeting other churches.
Reaction to the camp theme
“Fearless.” I have been learning
about the Roman Empire and early
Christians in school and the ways
they risked their lives. So, I think
it means being able to say you believe in God and to stand up.
Favorite Theme Night: 60’s Party

What are you most excited about?
Meeting new people.
Reaction to the camp theme
“Fearless.” I think of the cross,
and when I see the cross I have a
feeling of power.
Favorite Theme Night: 60’s Party

Luke Parham
7th Grade
Activities: Ambassadors, STEM
What are you most excited about?
The adventure of being away from
home, meeting new kids and hanging with our chaperones.
Reaction to the camp theme
“Fearless.” It’s perfect timing for
our age. We need to be fearless.
Favorite Theme Night: 60’s Party
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News of Interest
Recent Prayer Requests
50th Anniversary Celebration
Schedule
As we continue our celebration of our 50th anniversary, John Stanley, who pastored
Northside from
June, 1985—August 1990
will join us on March 24. John is a graduate of
MC and originally from Harrisville, MS. He
came to Northside after serving as an associate
pastor in Savannah, Georgia. We will have
time to visit with John during the Sunday
School hour on the 24th and he will preach
during the worship service as well. Other former pastors will join us on the following dates:
May 19—James Byrd

June 9—John Hendrix (Pentecost)
July 21—James Porch (Church Anniversary)
Benevolent Giving
Several of you have asked about giving to
individuals who approach you for financial assistance in the parking lot of the church. In
such cases we encourage you to bring those
persons to our pastors so that we might assist
them through our Benevolence Fund, and/or
connect them to more comprehensive services
through the CCCC and Laurie Lawson. If you
want to help, contribute to the Benevolence
Fund, but we would discourage you from giving
anyone cash on the spot.

Paul Anderson, stage 3 colon cancer
Elaine Birdsong, friend of Don Nyberg, cancer
Richard Cannette, Hunter Cannette’s father,
bladder cancer surgery
Kelli Cook, aunt of Samuel Meadors’ fiancee,
recovering from cancer surgery
Lee Crawley, Wilma Hemphill’s daughter’
mother in law, heart and pulmonary issues
Theron and Bonnie Crockett
Donna Harris, friend of Mary Lea Nations,
cancer
Ruth Houston, back surgery rehab
Mary Ann McCoy, friend of Thelma Basley,
heart surgery recovery
Sue Nations, Ricky Nations’ mother, rehab at
Briar Hill in Florence
Tom Persons, brother of Annie Bess Saul, heart
issues
Karen Treadway, surgery for cancer Feb 28.
Langley Wall, granddaughter of Ruby McLeod
completed radiation for tongue cancer
and considering further treatments.
Fran Windler, friend of Jimmy Sclater, health
issues and possible surgery

Thanksgiving

Florence Griggs, home and returned to teaching
her Sunday School class!
Ron and Doris Smith

THANK YOU
Dear Friends at Northside,

Many of you set out on a Tuesday evening in
February to face the prospect of listening to a
windy philosophy lecture at Mississippi College. That's like driving across town for a bowl
March Book Club
of cold gray oatmeal. But venture out you did,
Book Club will meet Tuesday March 19 at
almost certainly because the perpetrator of the
noon in the Fellowship Hall. We will discuss
lecture was one of your own, an aging and
the book, Varina by Charles Frazier. Bring
sometimes cranky "child" of Northside Baptist
your lunch. Drinks will be provided.
Church. I am grateful for your support of my
lecture and for your enduring generosity to the
5th Sunday Hymn Sing
Don’t miss out on this fun time. Sunday March 31 at 2 Meadors’ s family. We are ever in your debt.
pm in the Sanctuary, Bruce will lead us in an old fashioned hymn sing. Pick out some of your favorites and With deep gratitude,
join us.
John Meadors
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Lenten Schedule
“Fat Sunday” Dessert AuctionMarch 3rd, 11:30am
March 6 - Ash Wednesday Service, 6 pm
This Summer three youth and two
March 13 - Lenten Luncheon, 12:00 noon
chaperones will attend Passport Choices Summer Camp in Greensboro, NC. March 20 - Lenten Luncheon, 12:00 noon
In order to make the trip more afforda- March 24 - John Stanley preaching
ble, we are having a dessert auction
MC Choir singing during worright after church on March 3rd. If you
would like to contribute to the auction,
ship service, 10:30 am
please contact Courtney Stamey.
March 27 - Lenten Luncheon, 12:00 noon
March 31 - Hymn Sing, 2:00 pm
April 3 -

Lenten Luncheon, 12:00 noon

April 10 - Lenten Luncheon, 12:00 noon

